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Various definitions of non-valvular AF

 AHA/ACC/ESC 2001 AF guideline
‘the term non-valvular AF is restricted to cases in which the rhythm disturbance 

occurs in the absence of rheumatic mitral valve disease or a prosthetic heart valve’

 Updated 2006
adds ‘. . . or mitral valve repair’

 2015 focused update of the ESC
AF in the absence of mechanical prosthetic heart valves and in the absence of 

moderate to severe mitral stenosis (usually of rheumatic origin)





Inclusion criteria in NOACs trials
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VALVULAR HEART DISEASES, AF 

AND THERAPY



Outcomes of AF patients with valvular heart 

disease treated with DOACs or 

vitamin K antagonists
14.1%26.4%
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Guidelines about NOACs use in patients with 

valvular diseases
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conclusions

 There is a gap in the current definitions of valvular/non-

valvular AF

 Need for a  novel terminology (MARM-AF, etc)

 NOACs can be safely used in patients with native valvular 

diseases, regardless of their severity, and probably in 

bioprosthetic heart valve 

 Future studies are warranted to increase the level of 

evidence of the safety and efficacy of NOACs in specific 

populations (TAVI etc).



 we have decided to replace the historic 
term ‘non-valvular’ AF with reference to 
the specific underlying conditions.
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