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HERMES PLENARY MEETING -
PARTICIPANTS

• Munich, 8 May 2006: Task 
Force members and 
national respondents met 
to discuss the outcomes 
of Delphi rounds 1 and 2



SYLLABUS SECTIONS

• A. Structure and function of the respiratory system;
• B. Knowledge of respiratory diseases; 
• C. Symptoms and signs; 
• D. Diagnostic procedures including monitoring 

techniques; 
• E. Treatment modalities and prevention measures; 
• F. Core generic abilities; ethics, communication, research, teaching, 

audit, literature appraisal 

• G. Competence in fields shared with other 
specialties; ICU, HDU

• H. Knowledge of associated fields relevant to adult 
respiratory medicine; surgery, radiotherapy

• I. Further areas relevant to respiratory medicine; 
epidemiology, statistics, health economics, legal issues



DEFINITIONS USED IN THE SYLLABUS

• The following definitions have been used in the 
syllabus:
– Optional items :It is recommended that this item be included in the 

core syllabus but is not mandatory.
– Mandatory items: It is required that this item be included in the 

core syllabus.
– Level 1: awareness sufficient to recognise and know when to 

refer.
– Level 2: knowledge sufficient to manage with supervision (or 

refer).
– Level 3: advanced knowledge to manage (or refer).
The HERMES syllabus represents the level which should be 

reached by young doctors who have just finished training as 
specialists in adult respiratory medicine.



HERMES SYLLABUS: EXAMPLE 1



HERMES SYLLABUS: EXAMPLE 2

* The Task Force feels these items should be re-evaluated in the 
near future.



HERMES SYLLABUS: EXAMPLE 3



CURRICULUM- SLEEP DISORDERS



HERMES FAMILY PICTURE

•First Spirometry 

Train the Trainer

Congress 2012

Inaugural 

Examination 

2011

Accreditation process 

to accredit Training 

Centres 2011 - 2012

Syllabus to be 

published in 

2012

New project

Syllabus 

published 

September 

2011



EUROPEAN EXAMINATION IN ADULT 
RESPIRATORY MEDICINE
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European Examination:European Examination:

Why?Why?

•Although the European Union allows freedom of movement across 
member states and the freedom to reside and work in different 
states, there are no officially agreed common standards for medical 
specialty training.

•European standards should facilitate free movement of respiratory 
specialists

•Better harmonised training and education programmes should raise
the level of qualifications throughout Europe

•Benefit patients and the whole healthcare system



Saturday, September 24, 2011
ERS Annual Congress Amsterdam

2011 EXAMINATIONS STATISTICS



EXAMINATION STATISTICS

EXAM REGISTERED ONSITE

Diploma 116 101

Self-Assessment 3
3

In-training 18 18

ADULT TOTALS 137 122

Diploma 23 21

Self-Assessment 5
5

In-training 4 4

PAEDIA TOTALS 32 30

TOTAL 

PARTICIPANTS 169 152



ADULT EXAMINATION COUNTRY PROFILES OF 
PARTICIPATION



TOP 5 COUNTRIES

India 20

The Netherlands 13

Saudi Arabia 10

Spain 10

United Kingdom 9



37 countries represented
EU 24
Non-EU 13

Africa 2
Asia 4
Americas 2
Middle East 5

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED



PAEDIATRIC EXAMINATION COUNTRY 
PROFILES OF PARTICIPATION



Adoption of the HERMES Examination in various countries 

MODELS OF COUNTRY COLLABORATIONS 



SWITZERLAND: KNOWLEDGE PART FOR EXIT 
EXAMINATION

• continuing knowledge part exit examination 
since 2008

• future adoption of a local intraining 
examination



NETHERLANDS: IN-TRAINING ASSESSMENT

• In-training assessment pilot October 8, 2010 
in Utrecht

• This year 129 intraining participants on 
October 8, 2011 in Utrecht

• yearly in-training examination
• possible exit examination
• future recertification examination



AUSTRIA: LEGALLY EQUIVALENT TO 
NATIONAL EXIT EXAMINATION

• Since June 2010, the HERMES examination 
was declared legally equivalent to the 
national examination

• Austrian Society of Pneumology encourages 
all trainees to pass the HERMES examination 
as first choice for exit 



TRAINING CENTRE 
ACCREDITATION

Next Steps



COLLABORATIVE MODEL

NAT. SOC



ACCREDITATION STEPS



EBAP/ERS ACCREDITATION PILOT PROCESS



HERMES PUBLICATIONS
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HERMES Publications

HERMES Adult Booklet HERMES Paediatric Booklet



HERMES Publications

HERMES Handbook of 
Respiratory Medicine

Chief Editors: Paolo Palange, Anita Simonds

Second edition 2013



Educational Publications

Breathe
Chief Editor: Leif Bjermer

Monograph
Chief Editor: Tobias Welte



New Educational Publications

The ERS Handbook Series

NEW: The ERS Handbook of Respiratory Sleep Medicine
Chief Editors: Wilfred de Backer

Anita Simonds

Launch during ERS Congress, Vienna, 2012

NEW: The ERS MCQ Handbook in Adult Respiratory Medicine
Chief Editors: Konrad Bloch

Anita Simonds
Paolo Palange

Launch during ERS Congress, Vienna, 2012



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION




